B y C u rt K n a p p

Last fall there was a display of
pictures hanging in the hallway
outside of the room we meet in
at Rock springs
One of our members asked if I
knew how they created the
blurred edge /frame and if so
could I do a presentation about
it. I had hoped to work in the
presentation, but I have

run out of time for presentations before
the summer break. I decided to write a
tutorial to answer that last question,

Curt Knapp
The first part will be done in Full Photoshop
and any version CS and newer will work.
The second part will be done in Elements
and any version 7 and newer will work

FULL PHOTOSHOP CS, CS2, CS3, CS4, CS5, AND CS6

Step 1.
Pick an image and do all you editing work to it first including resizing for print size.

Step 2.
Once you done editing your image “right click” on the layers pallet and
Then “left click” on Duplicate Layer” I would name this layer resize
when prompted.

Step 3.
Now you have 2 images one on each layer. “Left click” on
the top layer, the “resize” layer to make it active and then
either click on the “Edit Tab” followed by clicking on
“Free Transform” or just hit ‘Ctrl+T’ on your keyboard.
(press the CTRL and T key at the same time)

Step. 4
Once the “Free Transform” window opens - set both sizes at 90% on the
top tool bar and hit enter or double click on the image.

NOTE:
At this point in the project your
Workspace should look like the
Example on the left.
You can see both layers and also see
that the top image is slightly smaller
than the image below it

Step. 5
As shown in the image above. the top layer is high-lighted
which means it is active. We now want to add a Layer Style
and we can do this in 1 of 2 ways.
The first way is to “left click” on the “Layer Tab”
at the top of the screen and then click on the “Layer Style”
command followed by clicking on the “Outer glow” command.

The second way is to “Left Click” on the “Fx” command
at the bottom of the Layer pallet followed by “Left Clicking”
the “Outer Glow” command.

Step. 6
Once the Layer Style Pallet
opens up you need to first
“Left Click” in the
“Outer Glow” box.
Then adjust the sliders to
the same numbers as you
see on the illustration or
click on each number and
enter them with your
keyboard. Set the “Blend
Mode” to “Normal”
BLEND MODE = NORMAL
OPACITY = 75
NOISE = 0
TECHNIQUE = SOFTER
SPREAD = 18
SIZE = 16
RANGE = 50
JITTER = 31

Step. 7
Now set the “Inner Glow” to the following settings and remember that these settings are subjective and you
should experiment with the setting to
get the desired look you want for your
image.
BLEND MODE = NORMAL
OPACITY = 60
NOISE = 0
TECHNIQUE = SOFTER
SPREAD = 5
SIZE = 5
RANGE = 50
JITTER = 0

Step. 8
Now your image will
show a dark boarder
around the top image.
The Layer Pallet will
show a “Layer Effects”
menu below the top
layer.
Now “Left Click” on
the bottom layer to
activate it

Step. 9
Now with the bottom layer activated, “left Click” on the “Filter Tab” and then “left Click” on “Blur” followed by
“Left Clicking” on “Gaussian Blur”.

Step. 10
Now “Right Click” on the bottom
layer and then “Left Click” on
“Merge Visible”
This will combine the layers into
one and your ready to save your
image.
“Left Click” on the “File Tab”
followed by clicking on “Save As”
and save it as you would any other
picture.
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Step. 1
Pick an image and do all you editing work to it first
including resizing it for your desired print size.
Step 2.
Once you done editing your image “right click” on the
layers pallet and Then “left click” on Duplicate Layer” or
”Left Click” on the Layer Tab” at the top of the workspace
and “Right Click” on “Duplicate Layer”.
I would name this layer resize when prompted.

NOTE:

The difference between the full version of
Photoshop and Elements is that in Photoshop you
can change the “Blend Mode” of a Layer Style”
from “Screen” to “Norm al” In Elements the
Layer Style pallet will not let you change
the “Blend Mode” and you’re stuck with the
“Outer and Inner Glow” styles in “Screen Mode”.
You can not select a dark “Outer or Inner Glow”
and see it on a dark background.
The workaround for this problem is as follows.

Step. 3
Create a new Layer by “Left Clicking” on the icon at the
bottom of the “Layer pallet” or by “Left Clicking on the
“Layer Tab” at the top of your workspace and then click
on “New” then click “Layer”
Place this layer between the 2 layers you already have.

Step. 4
A. “Left Click” on the
top layer to make it
active.
B. Now “Left Click”
on the “Image Tab”
at the top of your
workspace, followed
by “Left Clicking” on
the “Transform, and then Free Transform”

C.
When the “Free Transform” box and options open
on your workspace don’t adjust the picture size by
pulling the corners handles the way you normally would.
Instead “Left Click” on the “Size Box” and type in the
percentage you would like to reduce this top picture to.
I usually choose between 80 and 90 percent.
Once you’ve done this just click in the picture or on the
green arrow to commit the change to the image size.

NOTE:

Your picture should look like this one.
You can clearly see that the top picture is smaller
than the bottom picture and we are well on the
way to creating our blurred edge effect.

Top layer you just resized
Bottom layer is still the original size

Step. 5
“Left Click” on the visibility icon on the bottom layer to turn it off
(It’s no longer visible on your workspace)
Now we are ready to add our dark “Outer Glow” “Left Click” on the
“Layer Tab” at the top of the workspace, followed by “Left Clicking”
on the “Layer Style” command and then clicking on “Style Settings”

Step. 6
A. When the “Style Setting” dialog box opens
“Left Click” on the “Glow” box followed by
“Left Clicking” on the “Outer” box.
B. Now “Left Click” on the “Color” box and a
new dialog box will pen allowing you to choose
black for your color.

*** As you can see I have chosen black for my Outer Glow
C. Set the “Size” to 135 and the “Opacity” to 74
NOTE: These setting vary for each picture and should be used only as a reference for starting your project.

D. This is what your project should now look like, you have a dark blurred edge glow around it showing on the
transparent layer under it. Now “Right Click” on the top layer and then “Left Click” on “Merge Down” this will
merge the layer you have active with the layer below it.
*** This was the workaround that allows us to get a dark glow around our picture in Elements, once you merged
the two layers together the semi transparent dark glow became a part of the top layer and not just a
layer style with a blending mode of “Screen”.

Step 7.
A. You can now see the dark edge on the bottom layer and it time to blur that layer.
Make sure the bottom layer is active by Left Clicking on it and then Left Click on the “Filter Tab” at the top of your
workspace. When the menu drop down Left Click on “Blur” followed by Left Clicking on “Gaussian Blur”
B.
When the Gaussian blur
panel opens set the radius
to the desired look by
using the “Slider” at the
bottom and watching the
bottom layer on your
workspace. When you
have adjusted it to where
you like the look just click
the “ok” box to set the
effect.

C.
One last step. With both layers still visible, Right Click
on one of the layers and then Left Click on either
“Merge Visible” or “Flatten Image”

Now save you picture and you’re done.

2012 ©
All rights reserved. Permission
is granted for personal use
only and no part of this
publication may be reproduced
in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical ,for
comercial use or redistrbutuin
without permission in writing
from the author

Curt Knapp

