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What is Long Exposure Photography? 

Long exposure photography is about capturing 
stationary scenes with elements of movement 
being blurred. 

Its All About the Shutter Speed! 



Long Exposure Artistic Effects 

Lightning 

Light Painting 

Night Sky 

Waterfalls 

Amusement Park Rides 

Fireworks 

Star Trails 

Moving Water and Clouds 

Make people or cars disappear! 

Night time  



In-Camera Exposure Factors 

ISO 

Shutter 
Speed 

Aperture  



Ambient Light ς The 4th Factor 



Modifying Ambient Light? 

ÅWait for conditions to change 
 
ÅGo back at different time of day 

 
ÅGo back on a different day 

 
ÅAdd artificial light source 

 
ÅUse a polarizing or Neutral Density Filter 



Filters for Long Exposures 
ÅCircular Polarizer  - about 2 stop light reduction 

 
ÅSolid Neutral Density Filters   

 
2X   -  1-stop reduction 
4X   -  2-stop reduction 
8X   -  3-stop reduction  etc 
 
Big Stopper ς 10 stops of light reduction 
 
Super Stopper ς 15 stops of light reduction 
 

ÅVariable Neutral Density Filter 
 
Commonly 2 ς  8 or 10 stops 

 
 

 



A Word about Noise 

ÅHigh ISO and long Shutter speeds both add noise 

 

ÅIs it better to raise ISO or increase shutter speed to 
add light?  Which results in less noise? 

 

10 sec at 400 ISO or 

20 sec at 200 ISO  

 

Å Depends on your camera! 



For Most Long Exposure Photography 

ÅUse Aperture Priority, Shutter Priority, or Manual mode 
 
ÅUse Tripod and remote or cable shutter release or self-timer 

 
ÅUse mirror lockup or Live View 

 
ÅMay want to turn off Long-Exposure Noise Reduction 



Effects with Water 

 

Å Set ISO to lowest setting, such as 80, 100, 125 and use higher aperture     
F-Stop number such as F/11, F/16, F/22 

 

Å Shutter speed may be a fraction of a second or many seconds 

 

Å Use polarizer or ND filter if needed to further decrease shutter speed 

 

Å Consider bracketing exposures at various shutter speeds to select best 
exposure   

 

Å Trial and error  

 

 

 

 

 



F/29  ISO 100 

1/13 sec 
 
 
 
 
Larry Holder 
 



 
F/29  ISO 100 

¼ sec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Larry Holder 
 



F/29  ISO 100 

2.5  sec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Larry Holder 
 
 



Three-exposure HDR     F/5.6  ISO 100, 200, 400 1/20 sec            Bill Hoffman  



F/22   ISO 100  0.8 sec       Larry Holder  
 



F/14  ISO 100 1.3 sec      Larry Holder  



F/5  ISO 100  1.3 sec      Larry  Holder  



F/45  ISO 100  0.3 sec     Larry Holder    
 



F/22  ISO 100  0.6 sec   Virginia Kickle 



F/16  ISO 50   0.3 sec     Terry Stoa  

Very sunny day - Shot with ND filter 



F/11  ISO 200  1/5 sec                       Virginia Kickle 



F/13  ISO 125  4 sec                       Virginia Kickle 



F/13  ISO 125  10 sec                       Virginia Kickle 


