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Come Join Us!
The Decatur Camera Club meets at the Rock Springs Nature Center the second
and fourth Thursday of the month from 6pm - 8pm. Our meetings are free and
open to the public.
Membership to the Decatur Camera Club is only $20/year for individual
membership and $30/year for a family membership. Membership in the DCC
makes a WONDERFUL Christmas gift! Contact Terry Stoa if you would like to
give a gift that keeps on giving throughout the year! Terry.stoa@gmail.com.

Bull Elk in
North Carolina
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Special points of interest
• Only one meeting in December.
Merry Christmas!
• Select your photos for the
Gallery at Rock Springs for
January.
• Save the date for Holiday Still
Life's on December 13th.
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Shooting Holiday Still Life's, December 13th
This our only meeting in December because the 4th Thursday is so close to the Christmas holidays.
Bring your cameras (tripods and external flashes are optional, but they may be helpful) as we practice shooting
some table-top holiday still lifes.
The meeting room will be set up with tables in front of each row of chairs. Please bring something holidayrelated that you and others may be interested in shooting… ornaments, display items, and so on.
If you’d like to come a little early to get your things set up, that is fine.
As you know, the building is relatively dark – which gives us a chance to practice shooting in low-light conditions.

Photo by Bill Hoffman
Photo taken at the
Monticello/Carlinville game.

Here is what we will do:
1. Set up the table-top displays on the tables.
2. Brief introductions
3. Spend 60 minutes or so taking photos… and be prepared to share 3-5 of them straight out of your camera as
time permits.
4. Just experiment with your camera and have fun with it. Other members will be available to help you with
composition and exposure settings.
Light refreshments will be available.

DCC Focus

All of the Decatur Camera Club meetings are free and open to the public.

If you would like to contribute to
the Decatur Camera Club newsletter

please send information and or
pictures to Bonnie Rideout at
bonnierideout@gmail.com. The
more you send in the more
interesting the newsletter is!

DCC is on Facebook
Be sure to check our Facebook

page. We have two - Decatur Camera Club which is open to the public
and Decatur Camera Club Members.

December 13th will be our only
meeting in December.

Membership
Not a member? Dues are only $20/
year. We would love to have you
join us! You can join at any
meeting.

Website
Visit our website at any time for up
to ate information on meetings and
events.

www.thedecaturcameraclub.org

2

Printing in the Digital Age, January 10th
In today’s world of internet and electronic storage, there is still need for printing photographs.
We will discuss requirements to produce satisfactory photographs from digital images.
There will be a discussion of proper workflow, monitor calibration, soft proofing, choosing the
proper paper, and selecting a print lab or printing at home. Printing from the Lightroom print
module will be examined.

Fall CICCA
Here are our results from CICCA’s 2018 Fall Salon. Our members did great. And... we will be
hosting the Spring 2020 Salon.
As a reminder, roughly the top 1/9th of the scores in a Category earn "Honors".
The judges select one of the H entries to be the Medallion winner (Shown as "BEST" in the
following results).
Two members earned Medallions: Larry Holder (Prints - Small Color, "Emerald"), and Bill
Hoffman (Digital - Pictorial, "Let's Talk")

The Categories in the list below are:
P LM: Prints - Large Monochrome (3 DCC entries, 27 total entries)
P SC: Prints - Small Color (30 DCC entries, 83 total entries)
P LC: Prints - Large Color (10 DCC entries, 68 total entries)
D NAT: Digital - Nature (12 DCC entries, 101 total entries)
D PR: Digital - Photorealistic (27 DCC entries, 180 total entries)
D AR: Digital - Altered Reality (11 DCC entries, 63 total entries)
The judging was tough. One judge is a professional portrait photographer and the other two
were professors at the University of IL.
They made some general comments and some comments on some of the Honors entries.

Refreshments
If you would like to sign up to bring
refreshments to a meeting please
contact Bonnie at
bonnierideout17@gmail.com
Upcoming meetings:
December 13 - Bonnie Rideout
January 10 - Bill Hoffman
January 24 - Open
January 24 - Open

Some of their general comments:
Carefully consider how you crop your photos. Does a section to be cropped add any value to
the image? Emphasize strong subjects in your photos. Some landscapes were lovely but
lacked a visually strong subject. (Those images would make great wallpaper for your
computers) Consider doing more portraits. Especially those that do a good job of telling a
story (like Bill's "Let's Talk" winner)

February 9 - Virginia Kickle
February 14 - Open
March 14 - Open
March 28 - Open

CICCA 2108 Fall Salon Results

April 11 - Open

The ballots are in. Great job DCC!
Nature
Accepted:
Jim Oettel, “Snowberry Clearwing Sphinx Moth”
Virginia Kickle, “Nest Builder”
Photo-Realistic
Medallion:
Bill Hoffman, “Let’s Talk”
Honors:
Larry Holder, “Peekaboo”
Altered Reality
Honors:
Terry Stoa, “Three of a Kind” (bluebirds)
Virginia Kickle, “Babe in the Woods”

April 25 - Open

Small Color Prints
Best:
Larry Holder, “Emerald”

May 9 - Open
May 23 - Open

Honors:
Larry Holder, “It’s a Draw”
Virginia Kickle, “Competition”
Accepted:
Bob Wollenburg, “Cloud Mountain”
Virgnia Kickle, “Morning Rays”
Virginia Kickle, “Osprey”
Joe Bicknell, “Lake Freightliner”
Larry Holder, “Eagle Scouts”
Large Monochrome Prints
Honors:
Larry Holder, “Smokin’ Loco”

Large Color Prints
Honors:
Virginia Kickle, “Bringing’em In”
Accepted:
Larry Holder, “Prince Charming”
Virginia Kickle, “Low Tide”

Photo by Bill Hoffman, “Let’s Talk”

Decatur Camera Club Officers
President - Bill Hoffman
Vice President - Larry Holder
Treasurer/CICCA Rep - Terry Stoa
Secretary - Bonnie Rideout
Board Chairman - Curt Knapp

Photo by Larry Holder, “Emerald Eyes”
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Camera-Con, January 24th
Allerton Park
There is a program at Allerton Park to
allow photographers to visit and take
photos at off hours. The fee is $30/
year to participate in their activities.
The members meet once a year to
decide photo opportunities for the

A series of mini-workshops covering a wide range of topics geared
towards all levels of photographers. A variety of fifteen minute
presentations by talented DCC members will occur simultaneously.
Attend the talk that appeals to you most then move to another.
Topics will include basic camera functions, portrait photography,
shooting butterflies and aquariums, and more.
Open to anyone who has a love for photography.

following year.
For more information visit their
Facebook page at:

www.facebook.com/
allertonparkphotographygroup

Shooting Rock Springs, February 9th
In the house all winter, want to get out. Come join the Decatur Camera
Club, 1pm Saturday Feb 9, 2019, Rock Springs Nature Center. We will enjoy
and photograph the wonders that the winter outdoors presents. Bring your
camera, tripod (if you have it} and an interest in photography. There will be
a short discussion of the program at 1pm, where we will discuss taking care
of equipment, more important, the photographer exposed to the elements.
One should dress for the weather, as we photograph the sights at Rock
Springs. Registration is through the Rock Springs Nature Center. We will
meet at 1-4pm Saturday Feb 9, 2019.

Backup for Photographers, February 14h
What you need to do and how to do it
Jim Spaniol

Photo by Faith Karasch

In this one-hour presentation, Jim explains what you need to know about
backing up your computer system. He explains backup types and technologies in no-nonsense terms. Topics include types of backups; local, network, and cloud storage; and the advantages and disadvantages of each.
Key files for photographers to back up are identified. Backup choices that
are best for different user scenarios are identified.
If you’ve ever lost something from your computer, you won’t want to
miss this presentation.
To be held at Rock Springs Center

Photo by Larry Holder

4

Online Photography Tools
At our last meeting photo editing tools were discussed. Many of our members use Lightshop or
Photoshop Elements. However a quick Google search will bring up more options. A few are:
www.picmonkey.com
www.gimp.org
www.fotor.com
Looking to sharpen your photography skills? Here are some websites for that:
Mattk.com - photography courses and tutorials
www.creativelive.com/photography
https://lifehacker.com/5815742/basics-of-photography-the-complete-guide

Photo by Bob Wollenberg

Do you have a favorite website? Let DCC know!

Gallery Photos at Rock Springs
The Decatur Camera Club will be displaying their work in the
north gallery at Rock Springs Environmental Center in
January. Details will be discussed at the December Meeting.

Photo by Virginia Kickle

Photo by Terry Stoa
Shooting the Christmas Walk

Fall proved to be a busy month for DCC Members—
Check out our Facebook page for great photos!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1486374658265541/ (member page)
https://www.facebook.com/DecaturCameraClub/ (non-member page)
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The Decatur Camera Club

Upcoming Meetings at a Glance

For over 70 years the Decatur

December 13

Christmas Photos-bring your camera gear!

January 10

Printing in the Digital Age

January 24

Camera –Con

Educational Programs

February 9

Shooting Rock Springs

These programs give members an

February 14

Backup for Photographers

opportunity to improve their

February 28

Flash Photography - Tips and Tricks

March 14

What I see? (Program)

March 28

Photographing Butterflies

April 11

DCC 2019 Spring Salon

April 25

TBD

May 9

My Favorite Photos taken in 2018

Camera Club has been promoting
photography in three areas:

technical skills.

Fellowship
Our club membership consist of
photographers of all ages and
different skill levels and experience.
Our meetings allow all of us to sit and
discuss photography. Much can be
learned by an exchange of ideas by
others who share a love of
photography.

Critiquing
Those who wish will have
opportunities to improve their
photography by submitting their own
images for critique or by participating
in panels which discuss and critique
the work of others.
www.thedecaturcameraclub.org

Photo by Faith Allison

Meetings are held the second
and fourth Thursdays of the
month at Rock Springs Nature
Center.
Rock Springs Nature Center
3939 Nearing Lane
Decatur, IL 62521
For the most up to date information
visit our website or Facebook page.
www.thedecaturcameraclub.com

